CHAPTER VIII
1925: ALLENBY LEAVES EGYPT
Lord Allenby came to Egypt in ihe midsi of a fierce storm.
He leaves it in a calm, which is striking in its contrast and full of
good augury. British prestige in Egypt stands higher to-day than
it has done since Lord Kitchener left the country In 1914.
The Times, June 20,  1925
BEFORE the causes of Allenby's resignation are
discussed the political events of the first six months
of 1925, up to the time when Allenby left Egypt,
will be briefly described.  The storm raised by the murder
of Sir Lee Stack cleared the air and was followed by a
period of comparative calm.   The able if unscrupulous
efforts of Sidky Pasha to lessen the power of ZaghluFs
party led to a very close election contest for the new
Parliament.   The result of the final elections in March
showed an apparent equality for Government and Oppo-
sition and was claimed as a victory by both sides.
Parliament met at 10 A.M. on March 23.    When it
proceeded to business, after formal opening by the King,
Zaghlul was elected President of the Chamber by 123
votes to 85, a shock for Ziwar's Ministry, who had
counted on a majority for their candidate.   The evening
session began at 5 P.M., no Ministers being present, and
proceeded normally till 745 P.M., when the doors openel,
and the Prime Minister entered, followed by the rest of
the Ministers.  He read a Royal Decree dissolving Parlia-
. ment, which thus lasted less than ten hours, surely the
shortest-lived  Parliament in history.    Fresh elections
were promised for the autumn after a new electoral law
had been passed.   Meanwhile the King's influence was
supreme, and the easy-going Ziwar made little resistance
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